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•  M I N U T E S  •  

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order and Administrative Items 

SPC Chairman Mike Wise called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM.  Other SPC members on the 
teleconference included:  Phyllis Bernard (Director); Harry Skilton (Director); Jake Langthorn (OGE); Bill 
Grant (Xcel); Dennis Florom (LES); Les Evans (KEPCO); Venita McCellon-Allen (SWEPCO); and, Mike 
Risan (BEPC).  SPP Staff included Michael Desselle, Lanny Nickell, Antoine Lucas, Paul Suskie, and 
Mike Ross. 

Agenda Item 1 – SPP/ERCOT Coordinated Study of Lubbock’s proposed transfer to ERCOT 

The Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) has asked SPP and ERCOT to coordinate studies to 
analyze the impact of the City of Lubbock’s proposed exit from SPP to join ERCOT.  Lanny Nickell 
provided the context of the PUCT’s request as being driven by the City of Lubbock’s announced plan to 
transfer its generation facilities and 430 MW of its load from SPP to ERCOT.  He apprised the Committee 
members of the current circumstances and shared the relevant PUCT activities over the past year.  Lanny 
noted that at the PUCT’s August 18th meeting, SPP and ERCOT committed to deliver a study scope to 
the Commission on September 18th for a study to be completed no earlier than the second quarter of 
2017.   
 
Antoine Lucas then shared with the Committee the study assumptions that SPP and ERCOT have agreed 
to and further described the type of analyses to be performed by each.  Lanny noted that SPP would be 
studying everything Chairman Nelson sought, except for evaluating the cost impacts on customer 
classes.  Antoine described that the base case assumption is that Lubbock would remain in SPP.  Further 
he described that the change case for comparison purposes would assume Lubbock going to ERCOT.   
There ensued some further discussion about the implications and concerns regarding the assumptions 
which staff duly noted. 
 
Lanny emphasized the strategic implications associated with this effort and sought the Committee’s 
engagement and how it wanted to be involved.  Lanny advised the Committee to consider several factors 
when weighing its engagement, including: the relationship between study funding and member 
involvement; the perception of independence; scheduling considerations; participation from non-members 
(such as Lubbock Power and Light); and, precedence.  Asked for staff’s recommendation, Lanny 
suggested that having SPC engagement would be helpful and explained why.  Following discussion on 
the scope of the effort, who should be engaged, and in what manner, Dennis Florom moved for the 
creation of a Strategic Planning Committee Task Force which was seconded by Venita.  The motion 
passed without opposition.          

Agenda Item 3 – Summary of Action Items 

Action Items are: 

 Staff to draft Task Force scope for circulation and concurrence via email; 

 Populate Task Force and schedule first meeting; 

 Share with Task Force, after its formation, the finalized and submitted study scope. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Michael Desselle 
Secretary 


